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Welcome to Worship

Our Mission
We are people who worship Jesus Christ, reaching out to teach and share 
his love for people. We believe through the Holy Spirit, God has empowered 
us to worship Jesus Christ through music, Word and Sacrament; To Teach 
the gospel through Sunday School, confirmation, Bible Study and Youth 
Ministry. To share the gospel and reach out through Fellowship, Evangelism 
and Ministry to all in need.

Join us for Worship, Fellowship
& Sunday School each week.
Worship begins @ 9 am  *  Fellowship/Sunday School @ 10 am

The First Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER 1, 2024

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived 
in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated 
enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The an-
cients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the 
saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: 
another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent 
of Christ in word and supper. 

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

ELW #641 Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling (verse 1)

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav’n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788; Music: Rowland H. Prichard; Public Domain
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
From deep in the past, Jeremiah calls to us, “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah” (Jeremi-
ah 33:14). Beloved, the days are surely coming when the yearning of the land; the longing of 
the sun, moon, and stars; the desperate need of the people of earth for flourishing and peace 
will receive their fulfillment.

Congregation: 
While fear, anxiety, misinformation, and suspicion surround us on every side, we choose 
to watch and wait in hope, preparing our hearts to notice and cooperate with God’s 
grace already at work in our midst.

We light this candle of hope as a sign of our commitment to pay attention and prepare for 
the days that are surely coming and are already here—the days when God’s kingdom of love, 
justice, and mercy will reign.

**Light the first candle of the Advent wreath.

GATHERING HYMN
ELW # 244  Rejoice, Rejoice Believers

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
**All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
   as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

**Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors.  We have 
trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgive-
ness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God 
through       Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threat-
ening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING
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Psalm 25:1-10 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be 

put to shame who are treacherous.
4 Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 

salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are 

from everlasting. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; re-

member me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 
your goodness, O LORD.

8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach 
sinners in your way.

9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to 

those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 

*To you, O LORD, I lift up 
my soul. (Ps. 25:1)

* In the Old Testament, 
“righteousness” often 
has to do with being 
faithful in relationship. 
God acts righteously 
both in punishing Israel 
for its sin and in having 
mercy. In today’s read-
ing, Jerusalem’s future 
name - “The LORD is 
our righteousness”—
proclaims that God 
is even now working 
salvation for Israel.

PSALM

Jeremiah 33:14-16
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #46260.

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin.
OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
	 All rights reserved. Used by Permission. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9 How can we thank God enough for you in 
return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts 
in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ELW # 174  Celtic Alleluia

*Upon Timothy’s report 
from the congregation 
at Thessalonica, Paul is 
exuberant with grati-
tude for them. In this 
passage from his letter, 
Paul voices overflowing 
thanks, joy, and bless-
ings for the people of 
this growing church.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW # 260  The King Shall Come

APOSTLES’ CREED (Please Stand)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION RESPONSE:  Receive Our Prayer

TODAY’S GOSPEL

Luke 21: 25-36
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves 
and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and 
that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be 
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man.”

Here ends the reading. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.

*God will fulfill God’s 
purposes and, already, 
hidden signs of that 
fulfillment abound. On 
that great day there 
will be dismay, per-
plexity, confusion, and 
terror, but God’s people 
shall be given strength 
to stand boldly and 
receive God’s promised 
redemption.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

ACS # 905  We Are Waiting (verse 2)

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957; Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen; text and music copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46260.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

ELW # 715  Christ be with You    

ELW # 251  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

ELW # 254  Come Though Long-Expected Jesus 



DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46260.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, 
bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 

ACS #949 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning


